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CEDAR RAPIDS CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION (CRCRC) 
MEETING MINUTES 
May 18, 2022, 5:30 p.m. 
Civil Rights Commission 

50 2nd Avenue Bridge 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

 
 
Commissioners Present: Julia Freeman 
    Cierra Roquette 
    Scott Schipper 
    Linda Topinka 

Monica Vallejo 
Dr. Ruth White 
Renae Forsyth-Christy 

 
Staff Present: Stefanie Munsterman, Executive Director 
 Bernie Walther, Investigator 
 Umaru Balde, Investigator 
 Waldemar Rodriguez-Sanchez, Investigator 
 Kelly Hemmer, Senior Administrative Assistant  
 
Guests:   Hands Up Communications 
 
 
I. Call to Order 

Commissioner White called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call/Introductions 
Commissioners and staff introduced themselves.  
 

III. Public Response 
No public response. 
 

IV. 2022 Fair Housing Art and Poetry Contest Judging 
Commissioners were asked to vote on their favorite posters and poems that were submitted for 
the 2022 Fair Housing Art and Poetry contest. Munsterman stated results would be shared 
tomorrow. Commissioner Freeman stated she was pleased by the number of entries received. 
Dr. White stated the number of submissions received says a lot about the Commission and its 
willingness to stick with the event over time. Stated it gives the Commission the opportunity to 
see the depth of talent that is in local schools. Commissioner Vallejo asked if the submissions 
would be shared publicly. Munsterman stated the winning entries would be shared via social 
media. Stated they are also typically displayed at the Cedar Rapids Public Library and the 
African American Museum of Iowa. Commissioner White suggested they could also be 
displayed in the display cases at banks. Commissioner Vallejo suggested they could be 
displayed at Lindale Mall and at City Hall. 
 

V. Approval of Minutes from March 16, 2022 meeting 
Commissioner Freeman moved to approve the minutes. Commissioner Topinka seconded the 
motion, which was unanimously approved. 
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VI. Report from Chair 

Commissioner White read the following text for her Report from the Chair: I wanted to write 
something on the intersection between art ad social justice, in observance of the CRCRC Art 
Contest.  I didn’t have time to devote the thought that I deemed necessary to produce an even 
passable contribution on the topic.  Maybe for another day.  But for now, please accept this 
brief paragraph by Emmaline Soken-Huberty, written July 3, 2021. The article includes 
references to ten works of art across history that have instrumental in advancing social justice 
causes.  I invite you to peruse the article and the examples at: 
https://socialjusticeart.org/artwork/examples-art-social-justice/ 

 
“Art has been a tool for social justice for as long as humans have expressed their creativity. 
Whether it’s drawing, painting, songwriting, or some other craft, art moves people from every 
culture. Art speaks to our emotions and motivations in a unique way. It educates, inspires, 
unites, and confronts. “ 
 

VII. Marion Liaison 
Commissioner Forsyth-Christy stated she was out of town and was unable to attend the 
previous Marion Civil Rights Commission meeting so she does not have a report to share. 
 

VIII. Director’s Report 
Munsterman stated the full director’s report is included in the packet and referred to the list of 
City Committees and Commissions on which she participates to show the Commission is 
working to connect with other departments and commissions. She stated she was able to 
participate in a discussion on Iowa Public Radio. 
 
Munsterman uplifted activities that will be taking place for upcoming commemorative months. 
Stated May is Asian Pacific American Islander Heritage Month. Stated the Commission’s 
former intern, Megan, put together some craft kits that will be handed out and the Cedar Rapids 
and Marion libraries. Stated Kelly will also be sharing information for the month. Stated May is 
also Mental Health Month. Stated information will be shared on social media encouraging 
people to talk about mental health in ways in which they’re comfortable. 
 
Commissioner Vallejo stated Kelly does a good job with everything on Facebook. Asked if the 
Commission could share to social media mental health resources available in Cedar Rapids. 
Munsterman said a list could certainly be shared on the Commission’s social media platforms. 
 
Munsterman also uplifted events taking place in June and July. Stated the Commission would 
have a table at the Resident Appreciation Day at the Downtown Farmer’s Market on June 4. 
Stated the Commission is one of the sponsors for the Juneteenth event held by the African 
American Museum of Iowa on June 18. Stated she was invited to take part in a panel discussion 
for the CR Pride event on July 9 for Pride Fest. Stated a social media campaign will also done 
for Pride Month in June. 
 
Munsterman stated fair housing funding from HUD will be used for ads on bus shelters and on 
the insides of city buses. Stated the ads will be focused on national origin as well as general 
civil rights and know your rights information. Stated both will be done in different languages 
and will be on display for the next twelve months. 
 
Munsterman stated the full outreach report and case report is attached to the packet. 
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Munsterman stated applications for Commissioners close on April 30. Stated applications will 
come to her and she will pass them on to Commissioners White and Topinka for review. Stated 
Commissioner Vallejo has reapplied but Commissioner Toingar will not be reapplying. Stated 
the Commission is increasing in size from 7 to 9 members so there will be two spots open. 
 
Munsterman stated Umaru Balde will be leaving the Commission as he has accepted a new 
position. Balde stated he will be moving to Dubuque to be the city’s Director of the 
Multicultural Family Center. Munsterman stated the Commission is very excited for Balde to 
pursue the opportunity. 
 
Munsterman presented Bernie Walther with a certification of recognition for 40 years with the 
city as well as one from the Commission upon his retirement. Walther stated he learned a lot 
during his time with the Commission and appreciates the opportunity. 
 
Munsterman stated the hiring process is underway and offers have been made to two people, 
who have accepted. Stated names will not be announced yet until the formal process is 
complete. 

 
IX. Additional Information 

Munsterman stated the Commission will be having some interns over the summer. Stated she 
will be working with the University of Iowa College of Law to bring in two legal interns. 
Stated seven individuals have applied and she is reviewing resumes to narrow it down. Stated a 
high school student will also be interning with the Commission through Kirkwood’s Workplace 
Connection program. Stated she will be with the Commission from June until August. 

 
X. Adjournment 

Commissioner Freeman moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:32 p.m. Commissioner Topinka 
seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved, with no discussion. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Kelly Hemmer 


